Aortic prosthesis re-replacement due to concealed stenosing subvalvular pannus ring.
In a patient with mechanical aortic valve prosthesis, a high transvalvular gradient was detected 16 years following the procedure, without echocardiographic clues for the underlying etiology. Intraoperatively, a stenosing pannus ring was found and excised. This pathological entity should be considered in cases of unclear transprosthetic gradient and early operation should be encouraged in symptomatic patients.